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SUMMARY OF THE 141st ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

Most Worshipful Grand Master Thomas E. Valente, Jr., opened and presided over the 141st Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge AF &  AM of Montana held Bozeman, Montana, on June 21, 22 and 23, 2007.
ATTENDANCE AT THE COMMUNICATION
Total Chartered Lodges: 100 



Chartered Lodges present:  56                

Elective Grand Officers present: 6 


Chartered Lodges not represented: 44       

Appointed Grand Lodge Officers present: 12   
Distinguished Guests: 35                             

Past Grand Masters present: 11                     

Others present not entitled to vote: 4
    

Worshipful Masters present: 30

       
Proxies Worshipful Master: 2
     
    

Senior Wardens present: 17

        

Proxies Senior Warden: 5              
     

Junior Wardens present: 12

        
            Proxies Junior Warden: 8       

   

Secretaries present: 27


       
Lodge Instructors present: 19

    
Past Masters Not Included above: 49             
            Less Brothers holding multiple offices: 15
Grand Lodge Officer –Emeritus: 1
Total entitled to Vote:
166

      

 Total Registered: 205


  

GRAND LODGE OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 2007 - 2008
David L. Nielsen (5), M.W. Grand Master, 3150 Vigilante Dr.,Helena 59602  

406 442-7347(H) 457-8595 (W) 431-5236 (C). d.Nielsen@bresnan.net
Robert A. Coleman (121), R . W . Deputy Grand Master, PO Box 786, Poplar 59255

406 768-5402 (H) 768-5173 (W), rcoleman@nemontel.net
Thomas L. Lund (38), R.W. Senior Grand Warden, 275 Cooper Lane, Hamilton 59840

406 363-5776 (H) 363-1250 (W) 363-2796 (Fax) 363-8054(C), Tom@coldwellbankerwsa.com

John J. Mangen (135), R.W. Junior Grand Warden, 41 W Powderville Road, Broadus 59317-9401

406 436-2263 (H) 436-2273 (W) 436-2293 (Fax) jmmangen@rangeweb.net

Bruce W. Lahti (34), R . W . Grand Treasurer, 41 Dune Ridge Lane, Great Falls 59404

406 454-3690 (H) 761-2820 (W) 788-5030 (C) blahti@jccscpa.com

Reid L. Gardiner (3), R . W . Grand Secretary, 3000 Villard #344, Helena 59601

442-7774 (W) 442-1321 (Fax) 410-1543 (C). mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org
GRAND LODGE OFFICERS APPOINTED FOR 2007 - 2008
William L. Alexander II (65), W. SR. Grand Deacon, 270 Boyd Cooney Dam Rd, Roberts 59070
59070 962-3371 (H) 860-5102 (C) wlalex@mcn.net

Thomas M. Duffy (58), W. JR. Grand Deacon, 2 Prospect Ave, Great Falls 59405 
406 454-0060 (H) 453-0936 (W) 899-2104 (C) cduffy@great-falls.net
Thomas W. Chisholm (153), W. Grand Marshal, 50478 Moiese Valley Rd, Ronan 59864
406 676-8808 (H) 826-3666 (W) chisholm@ronan.net
Carl E. Wishman (102), W. SR. Grand Steward, PO Box 271, Geraldine 59446 
406-737-4266 (H) cwishman@mtintough.net 
Donald S. Cerovski (1/37/59/68), W. JR. Grand Steward, PO Box 662, Belgrade 59714
388-7766 (H) 570-9510 (C) cerobros@montana.com

Brian J. Murphy (1/6/136),  W. Grand Standard Bearer, 618 S. 7th Ave, Bozeman 59715 
582-0702 (H) 209-4288 (C) murphyworks@mac.com
Lewis K. Smith, III, (3.41) W. Grand Sword Bearer, Box 212, Deer Lodge 59722 
846-3680 (Office), 560-1602 (Cell)
Burk “BJ” Rhodes (57), W. Grand Pursuivant, PO Box 1182 Malta
59538 654-5237 (H) 654-5100 (W) bjrhodes6@hotmail.com
John S. Thompson (5, 41),W. Grand Tyler, 220 S Montana St Apt 2, Butte, 59701

490-1298 (C), 782-7580 (CKM), jt@in-tch.com
Leslie A. Saisbury (5), W. Grand Chaplain, 3000 Villard # 106, Helena, 59601

449-1268 (H), 431-7102 (c), lasizzleberry@aol.com

Bertum Williams (21), W. Grand Historian, 275 Goose Bay Lane, Townsend, 59644

587-4050 (H), huntmayfish@aol.com
David Bergeson (113), W. Grand Organist, 520 Ave B, Billings, 59102

245-8221 (H), neverraisedave@msn.com
Thomas E. Valente, Jr, (6,18), Jr. Past Grand Master, 8624 Panorama E, Bozeman, 59715

586-7882 (H), TomEVale@aol.com
MONTANA MASONIC HALL OF FAME
Richard Norris Grunhuvd, Mountain No. 110
SILVER AND BRONZE MEDALS

Distinguished Service Medal (Silver)

Bertum Williams (21)

Meritorious Service Medal (Bronze)
James DeBree (110), Earl Fred (5), 
Blake Gardiner (3), Harvey Killian (109/121)
SECRETARY OF THE YEAR

Pat Horn (32)

GRAND LODGE FRATERNAL MOTHER OF THE YEAR

Donna Beasley, Bozeman
LEGISLATION

GRAND MASTER’S RECOMMENDATIONS
GMR-2007-1: To continue support of the Masonic Service Association.



  
PASS
GMR-2007-2: To continue to support the Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference.

  
PASS
GMR-2007-3: To grant full fraternal recognition to those Prince Hall Grand Lodges that 
 
PASS
presently are recognized by their counterpart mainstream Grand Lodge, are older than the 
Grand Lodge of Montana, and grant reciprocal recognition.

GMR-2007-4: To allow the Grand Master to authorize lodges of recognized Grand Lodges to 
  
PASS
meet in Montana and confer a degree on their candidate, with the permission of their Grand Master.
GMR-2007-5: To allow the Grand Master to issue a dispensation without prior lodge vote when  
PASS

 the lodge’s usual meeting place has been unexpectedly rendered unusable.

GMR-2007-6: To allow the Grand Master to reinstate a lodges charter or dispensation after he

PASS
has arrested it.

GMR-2007-7: To allow the Grand Master to reinstate a Master after he has suspended that 

PASS

Master from the powers and duties of his office.

GMR-2007-8: To require lodge Secretaries to submit lodge membership information in 

PASS
monthly reports.

GMR-2007-9:To cease purchases of life memberships, and Establishing Lodge Endowment 

FAIL
Memberships with an acquisition formula that is more financially sound.
HOLD OVER LEGISLATION

GMR 2006-4: To amend Section 240 to change the title of appointed Grand Lodge Officers To 
FAIL
“Very” Worshipful.

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS

R-2007-1: To clarify the required proficiencies between advancement and qualification to be an officer. PASS
R-2007-2: To change the effective date of consolidation of two lodges from January 1st to July 15th 
 FAIL

and to specify the reports to be filed with Grand Lodge.

R-2007-3: To provide a cap on the annual per capita assessment of life members.


 FAIL
MONTANA MASONIC HOME REQUEST FOR PROPOSED EXPANSION & EXPENDITURE
Proposed expansion and approval to expend $900,000.00 




PASS

   GRAND LODGE AND MONTANA MASONIC FOUNDATION BUDGET

Grand Lodge Budget and $22.00 per-capita and Reinstatement Fee for 2007-2008 $22.00  

PASS
TWO MASONIC HOME BOARD TRUSTEES ELECTED 

           (2 Year Term, Expires 2009)
Marshall Gingery (41), 2522 Primrose Ln, Helena 58601
           (3 Year Term, Expires 2010)  H. Boyd Mason (28), 1100 Fletcher Ln, Stevensville 59870
           (3 Year Term, Expires 2010)  Paul Martello (3, 51), 130 Shelly Rd, Helena 59602
GRAND MASTER’S EDICT AND DECISIONS
In accordance with the Code the following Edict’s and Decision’s of the Grand Master were presented to the Annual Communication to be ratified or rejected.

Edict No. 1 -Suspending the Worshipful Master of Mount Moriah No. 24

Ratified

Decision No. 1 – It is appropriate to have a flag ceremony and or recite the 

Ratified

                            Pledge of Allegiance of the flag of the United States at all meetings.



Decision No. 2 – Determines the action when Mason(s) for who the proficiency 
Ratified
        has been has been postponed by dispensation fail to present 
        satisfactory proficiency.
Decision No. 3 – Specifying specific compliance items for Mount Moriah No 24
Ratified
Decision No. 4 -  That brothers who owe a proficiency to the lodge are indebted 
Ratified
        to the lodge for that proficiency.
OTHER ACTIONS BY GRAND LODGE ASSEMBLED
In accordance with Section 1050 K of the Code, the Grand Lodge assembled voted to restore Steven K. Havens to his elected Station of Worsthipful Master for Mount Moriah Lodge No. 24.
Those resolutions adopted at the 141st Annual Communication became in force and effect at close of the Communication. 

The 142nd Annual Communication will be held June 26, 27 & 28, 2008 in Helena, MT
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Fraternally submitted,

Reid L. Gardiner

R∴W∴ Grand Secretary







